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Well I must say the newsletter has 

been well received.  Although there 

were some difficulties with my per-

sonal computer at first, everything is 

going smoothly now.  Clubs and 

members have responded with mate-

rial and that is what we must have 

for this to be a success. But more is 

needed and especially from Arizo-

na, Nevada and Utah to have a wid-

er variety of the district. One thing 

we are getting, a bit of, is clubs 

sending their newsletters. That is 

great, as I would like to read them 

all, but I canôt take information from 

most of them, even if I wanted to, so 

I ask that you send the events and 

articles you want published in the 

newsletter separately. I will read the newsletters, then forward your event schedules to 

Betty Bliss and Jon Wilson. They will make sure they get on the district 10 web site.  

That brings me to a change I think should be made from the first issue. To not include 

whole event schedules in the newsletter. I am guessing that having 10-20 different clubs 

event schedules would not be good reading for those who want this newsletter. I do 

want everybody to be able to get any clubs event schedules though, and that is one rea-

son we are listing them on the District web site. If I am wrong and you want pages of 

them please tell me. This is our newsletter. 

If you want to see your club or your own work in here please send the written material 

in a word document and the pictures separately. They can be in the same email, but 

not intertwined into the text. Make pictures attachments. If you want to caption your 

pictures with the names of the people or planes in them (which is really good), please 

number the picture and the caption the same, 1-1,2-2 etc.. Again an email is ok but if 

you want to send a bunch of pictures for me to go through (like 50), do that on a CD.  

Some are already doing this and itôs working great! 

 In this issue you will find a listing of all your AVPôs in the district. Sending a copy of 

your newsletter to the AVP in your area would be a great idea also. They would like to 

know when your events are as well as read other information in them. I hope you all 

know, if you ever have an AMA question you can contact your local AVP. You can call 

any AVP, but your local person will likely know your club, and your area, and should be 

better suited to answer your question.  If you canôt reach them then by all means please 

contact me, which you can do any time. 



 

 

This brings us to new news for some of you. 

Jim Giffin, your elected Vice President was a good man, but sadly he passed away on 

January 31 2010. He was a good friend and he will be missed. When a Vice President 

leaves the position and there is a long amount of time remaining in there term, the 

AMA Bylaws dictate that a special election will be conducted to allow the members to 

vote and decide who will fill out the remainder of the term, which in this case will be 2 

years.  The AMA also has an established policy stating that special elections are run 

concurrent with the regular annual election process. The AMA Executive Council met 

by conference call on 2-10-2010 to begin the process of conducting this special elec-

tion. I, Michael E Brown, was chosen by the Executive Council to be your interim Dis-

trict X Vice President.  

As your interim Vice President I will be running for those remaining two years. I have 

to be nominated and run for the position just as anyone would. I have been nominated, 

by two people. To be honest I welcome the election. I know Jim had all the faith in the 

fact that I could be your Vice President and the Executive Council has shown faith in 

me in allowing me to be your interim Vice President as well, but to be elected by you, 

the members of this district is the way I want to continue to be your District X Vice 

President.  For the remainder of the 2 years as well as long into the future.  

If you like the things you know I have done, like starting this newsletter, then please 

vote for me when the time comes. I plan to continue to work for the members and 

clubs of this district just as I always have. I will officially start campaigning as soon 

as ...well I guess I already have. 

As time goes on I will be listing my qualifications and my experience in the hobby var-

ious places. I have been a modeler for many years and many of you know me from my 

traveling to events or my writing for the magazines as I have done for many years. The 

scratch built B-36 and the huge F7F both on the covers of High Flight magazine re-

cently just a few. It will be an honor to win your vote. Please contact me any time with 

questions or to just tell me about your experiences in the hobby. 

 

Mike Brown 

Interim District X Vice President 

District X Newsletter Editor 

AMA Safety Council Member 

IMAA Assistant Director 

Leader Member 

Contest Director 

AMA #5784 

IMAC member #5400 

IMAA member #22176 

cabrowns@citlink.net 

530-440-8732 



 

 

Getting kids interested in modeling+  
Todayôs youth have, Iôll say, ñmore choicesò of things to do, like video games, which for the 

most part are done indoors. But many still like to do outside things. So why donôt we see them 

hanging out watching us fly, asking question after question? I think itôs because clubs are not 

in towns the way they used to be. Kids canôt watch modelers fly, right in their own neighbor-

hoods, getting interested the way I am sure many of you did when you were young.  

So, because most clubs are way out past the edge of town, how can we introduce kids to mod-

eling? One way is at events. Events where we advertise something like buddy box flying, or 

free rubber powered plane building. Parents will bring their kids to those events.  

I thought the Park Pilot program would be huge. With very low cost insurance pilots could 

have another club in town, flying little stuff. Then once again we would introduce modeling to 

kids. If youôve ever flown a small plane or helicopter at your local ball field I am sure you 

know what I mean. I bet youôve had kids (of all ages) come by to watch and ask questions.   

Another way is to go to schools and talk with teachers about our clubs. Invite them out for a 

field trip or offer to come to the school with a couple club members and build and fly gliders 

or rubber powered airplanes. This way we can reach classrooms full of students all at the 

same time.  

So that is what this article is about, getting kids interested in aviation, modeling and learning 

a little science, math and a few other things, all at the same time. 

The AMA has a program called Aero Lab. It is a set of 2 CDôs, that teaches folks like us, or 

school teachers, how to teach kids how to build and fly a few simple rubber and glider type 

airplanes (even a paper helicopter) and, learn some basic concepts in physical science at the 

same time. Now before you say, ñI canôt teach that stuffò, I never learned it as a kid myself. 

That is why the CDôs are so good. They teach you how to do it, and itôs simple, basic stuff.  

I thought Iôd let you know about one part of the program I am going to use soon. Itôs been 

raining every day here lately and itôs something we can do inside a classroom or several at the 

same time in a gym. This is the simplified version, but if you get the CDôs it goes into detail 

with a video of everything. You build a slide together rubber powered balsa plane. One end of 

a 2 meter piece of string is attached to one end of the wing, the other end is attached to a nail 

(by means of a paper clip). The nail (in a piece of wood) is taped to something like an upside 

down garbage can (to hold the string in the air). You wind the rubber band (the same number 

of winds each time) and place the plane on the ground. One student has a stop watch another 

will count laps. The plane is released and within a lap it will take off and the time started. The 

laps are counted and the time stopped when the wheels touch down. Figuring the distance 

around the circle and the time flown will give speed. Weight can be added and the effects of 

drag taught, or two planes can be put on the same nail and you have pylon racing! Itôs obvious 

the CDôs are helpful but you get the idea. Itôs a simple way to get kids started in modeling and 

inviting them to the field for a field trip will provide even more fun. 

 



 

 

The fun ideas on the CDs can also be done at the field, 

but so can others. Take a simple Delta Dart build. It 

takes about 1 hour for a group of 40 people to build 

and balance their creations. That is of course with a 

good group of volunteers, and being set up properly at 

the start.  If you plan on doing this with a larger group 

or if you need to get the build done faster, (like at a 

mall show) stick to a glider or simple slide together 

rubber powered plane like the CDs talk about. These 

can do the trick nicely.  For a more challenging build 

the Delta Darts are only $41.99 for a pack of 35 planes 

through the AMA store. All you need to supply are 

pins, single edge razor blades (supervised of course), 

glue and a building board (which is a small piece of 

cardboard). The Northern California R/C Unlimited 

Flyers like to have the builders meet in the center of the runway at noon for a mass launch. As 

you can see below it is a lot of fun. Remember to read the directions and balance your planes. 

Little rubber planes like the Delta Dart donôt fly worth a hoot if they arenôt balanced either! 



 

 

The modern molded gliders are a marvel of design and manufacture. The con-
struction of the wings follows the technology of the full size machines, adapted 
to the demands of the smaller ones. The guys putting them together certainly 
have developed the manufacture to an art, reaching incredible strength with in-
credible lightness. There is just the right amount of epoxy, any less and they 
will break. 
Take a look at a cross section at the leading edge of one of these wings:  

Repairing a Glider, or..Repairing a Glider, or..   
In the coming article is a method for repairing a gliders wing. This method will work on any 

wing or fuselage of similar material and structure. One thing to note is how small an area is 

worked on during the repair. Some times guyôs tear into a much larger area of a structure than 

is necessary. This shows you how to keep it clean, simple and a much smaller covering or 

paint job after the work is finished. 

 The original article was printed in the Silent Wings Soaring Association newsletter (called 

Popoff) by editor Henry Arance  

As you can see by comparing it with a penny, the composite structure is extremely deli-

cate, with a very thin carbon layer outside a 0.060" plank of foam that has an even thin-

ner fiberglass on the inside. That is what nowadays is considered the epitome of strength 

and lightness. Which is great until somebody gets on the way of your baby and  YOU 

GET A MIDAIR  !  



 

 

In a case like this you have two options: 
 A) buy a new wing. 
 B) repair it. 
Lets see how we go about Option B 

The patient of this case is a wing of Ed-
gar Vera's "High-End" that collided with 
another like it during a contest in Texas. 
Edgar patched it up with the aluminum of 
a soda can and some tape, tested the 
wing over his knee to check if the spar 
was OK and kept on flying. If it took the 
gees of the launches the spar must have 
been undamaged. Ingenious and re-

sourceful our Edgar. 
The problem with this type of structure is that the strong element -- carbon cloth 
in this case -- is on the outside layer. So, if the repair has to have some strength, 
it has to be attached to that layer, which is barely six thousands of an inch thick. 
Gluing to that skin from the inside I guess is feasible, but so difficult I'd rather not 
even try. Gluing from outside will leave an edge, and feathering that edge is also 
not easy. 
The first step is to cut away all the material that is broken up and leave a neat 
clean edge to receive a block of styrofoam which is glued with Titebond glue: 

It is possible to sand the foam to shape protecting the good surface of the wing 
with masking tape. I preferred cutting it with a hot wire. Using the simple wire 
support shown, the wire can be moved through the foam while it is sliding over 
the surface of the wing. The good part about this is that the kerf produced by the 
hot wire leaves the surface of the foam just ten or fifteen thousands below that of 
the existing wing  



 

 

The surface of wire-cut foam is not 
a decent base for good finish. It must 
be sanded smooth and hardened with 
a skin of fiberglass that will secure 
the repair block to the carbon fiber 
layer. In turn, the fiberglass has to be 
sanded and covered with some me-
dia that could render a good finish. 
That is why we need the surface of 
the foam a few thousands below final 
dimension. I like to use light "bondo" 
to attain good base finish; the prob-
lem is, fiberglass is always porous, 
and if you put bondo over fiberglass 

covering styrofoam, it will eat holes in the foam and spoil your day. The solution 
is easy, two coats of water base acrylic over the foam (left photo) before laying 
the fiberglass over it.  

You must have seen in the photos that 
prior to the fiberglassing the original 
paint at the repair edge has been sanded 
off with wet 400 grit. There is where the 
fiberglass gets attached. After the epoxy 
is cured the edge of the fiberglass is very 
carefully wet sanded. Then comes the 
bondo. And sanding. And touch up with 
more bondo. And sanding. Perhaps a few 
little spots to fix, and more sanding. You 
don't want to sand the fiberglass that is 
over the edge of the repair, you try to 
feather the edge, blending it to the rest of 
the wing surface. 



 

 

I suppose that a good paint store could prepare a can of the paint of your choice of the 

color of the sample you take to them. Whether that paint will be a perfect match and will 

stay matched after a few days in the sun is a matter of trying. It is a lot easier to paint an 

elegant band of a different color covering the repair.                                                                 

Don't forget to hang the model by the tow hook and add some weight to the other wing 

to compensate the weight of the repair.                                                                                     
  

  Henry Arance 
 November 2009 



 

 

If these pictures make you 

feel cold youôre not alone...I 

must admit though, they 

look like their having fun 

and I would have liked to 

join them. 

 

The guys to the left are the 

food handlers and no matter 

the weather, they are a popu-

lar bunch! What have ya got 

in there guys? 

Some of the guys just 

hanging out. 

 I would scoot a little 

closer to the fire, my-

selfé. 
 

AVP Mark Karpowich 

who sent this in, said 

about 40 people attend-

ed and they had 

aé..cold blast! 

These pictures come 

from the Bridgerland 

R/C club in Logan 

Utah. They have been 

doing this New Years 

Day  ñfreeze Flyò  for 

some 20 years. 

 

 

Left, Brad Wursten 

and Dave Olsen read-

ying Bradôs Rascal. 



 

 

Surfing      the AMA Web site.  

Some find surfing or searching the AMA web site difficult; to be honest...even some at head-

quarters. Personally I donôt find it hard or difficult, but I do it from time to time, so I am fairly 

accustomed to it. In this article I will try to help explain how to navigate the site and offer 

some suggestions at to why you want to surf the AMA site. 

The top row of boxes on the main page are self explanatory: 
Join/Renew   Member Services   AMA Forum   Members only   About AMA   Shop AMA   Ask AMA 

Click on ñJoin/Renewò and you can join or renew your membership. Click on ñAsk AMAò 

and you can ask any question you have. There is even a listing of personnel to choose from. 

The new ñAMA Forumò has a ton of places to learn, talk or ask things about the hobby, the 

AMA or?? 

For the most part the 5 colored boxes on the bottom of the start or home page will take you to 

most everywhere else. 

 

 

Letôs say you are going on a vacation and you want to see if there are any events on the way 

or at your destination. There are 2 ways to do this. If you are looking for AMA Sanctioned 

events click on calendar under the ñCompetition/Eventsò link.  The 2 choices are flying and 

non-flying events. Click on the one you want and pick the month you are going and all the 

sanctioned events will be there. If you want ANY club events, sanctioned or not or maybe you 

might be looking to move to the area, then you want the ñMember Servicesò box and pick 

ñClubsò. On the new page, the box on the left is everything listed in the category you picked, 

ñMember Servicesò. In this case you want to find clubs so click on ñFind or List Clubsò. 

You can find clubs several ways on this page. You can put the name of the club in that box, or 

the club charter #, or just the city and state. Then click on ñFindò  and it will list all the clubs 

within 25 miles. You can change this also with 4 choices up to 250 miles. Lets try (Phoenix, 

AZ). With the pre-set 25 mile search, 5 clubs come up (it just so happens the same # of clubs 

comes up with a larger search, but that is just this one area). 

In any case take a minute to look around when you have some time and are not trying to find 

anything. Get familiar and you will learn your way around. I understand some changes are on 

the way, but I still say itôs ok to navigateé.at least now that I have learned a bit more about it. 

Just remember to look under the category what you want falls under. Donôt try to find a club 

by looking under competition/events. Itôs just not going to be there. 

I hope this helps some of you navigate the site better.  

 

             Mike 

Member Services Competitions/ Events Publications Education Museum 

http://www.fark.com/cgi/vidplayer.pl?IDLink=4992076 

I wonôt likely do this often but this is something special. Type the above link into your com-

puter and look at the flying penguins, its simply amazing. They are actually flying! 

http://www.fark.com/cgi/vidplayer.pl?IDLink=4992076


 

 

If we end up doing a lot of these newsletters, you will come to find I will tackle some delicate 

subjects at times. I believe in promoting the WHOLE hobby, not just the part I like or prefer 

to fly. Soé.letôs talk 3D. I honestly donôt have the skills. Sure I learned to hover a foamy fair-

ly ok a while back and I can do a blender, high alpha knife edge and a few other 3D maneu-

vers, but I will never be considered a real ñ3D pilotò. But does that sour me on those who 

can? Not a chance. The pilots who are truly blessed with those skills amaze me. I am talking 

the guys who can slow it down, roll it nice and smooth and tumble their plane like itôs on a 

spit. Slow down a high alpha knife edge, so slow you can read the pilotôs name on itôs side, 

then put it into a slow rolling harrier, so slow it makes you, well, smile. Iôm also talking the 

guy who comes out to the field with respect for all the other pilots at the field, and will offer 

to share those skills to those who are willing. These are the guys I call 3D pilots. 
 

Nowé..we have all seen the guy who,... because he can hover a plane a foot off the 

groundé.. thinks he is a 3D pilot. He is usually rude to others when he flies or at the least, 

starts hovering in the center of the runway when another guy is already flying in a pattern. 

The guy who thinks he is too good to teach...well, anyoneé. That is NOT who I consider a 

3D pilot. That guy was an idiot long before he could hover and he still is, thatôs all.  
 

So, the next time you see a truly gifted 3D pilot, give him a minute of your time and watch 

what he can do with his airplane. After, if he is the guy I think he is, he would be happy to 

spend a minute with you, explaining how he does a maneuver.  Note: When you decide to try, 

remember, not just any plane will do 3D maneuvers well. The right plane needs to be set-up 

properly. Then you will have to put in LOTS of stick time.  

3D style flying  
Is it aerobatics at their best or chaos in the skies ? 

The picture to the left is beautiful, just 
as the picture of the glider is on page 
29, itôs just of an aerobatic plane do-
ing a 3D maneuver, not a glider. Some 
people canôt see this because of their 
dislike of 3D flying. I hope for change. 
 
Sometimes we let 1 or 2 people get 
our bun in a knot about a type of fly-
ing. Remember itôs not the flying that 
is a problem, itôs the person. 



 

 

This father and son-in-law duo enjoy 

the hobby together. If you knew them 

you would say, ñYou know, I donôt 

care what they fly. They have a great 

time together.ò 

Thatôs what this hobby it truly all 

about, isnôt it? Enjoying ourselves, 

flying model airplanes.  

If your group flies 3D, get some pic-

tures and information to me for this 

newsletteré.please! 

The pilot above, Mike Stroup, can 

slowôem down with the best of 

them. He flies smooth and clean, 

slow and purposeful. It is a pleasure 

to watch and photograph him fly. I 

compare it to an aerial ballet. 
 

Right: when two pilots fly together 

communication is necessary. These 

two have been flying together like 

this for years. Later there were three 

together, and likewise they had 

flown together a lot. They also stand 

close together so they can, yep... 

communicate. 



 

 

So, I was thinking? What would be a good way to get some exposure to people who 
are interested in learning more about 3D flying. And, show those who are not sure,  
what I mean about the hospitality real 3D flyers have. 
 

How about! 

The 2010 FLYINGGIANTS.COM / 3DHOBBYSHOP.COM  
HUCKFEST TOUR! 

 

This just in from Flying Giants; ñIn case you missed the big announcement, the 2010 
Flyinggiants.com Huckfest Tour schedule has been announced! This year we are 
proud to have 3DHobbyShop.com as the title sponsor and expect that this partner-
ship will produce some of the best Huckfests to date. Mark your calendars, plan your 
days off and arrange your travel plans, the 2010 Flyinggiants.com Huckfest Tour is 
GO!ò 
We are fortunate to have one of these events coming NOVEMBER 12th - 14th. 

 The WEST COAST HUCKFEST  in SACRAMENTO, CALIFORNIA  

After a few years of trying to make a West Coast Huckfest happen, Planebender and 
his buds called me and said, "SLEEPY, WE CAN DO IT." I said, "AMEN brothers! 
Lets make this happen!" After all the requests from FG members for a West Coast 
show I challenge ALL the West Coast FG'ers to REPRESENT! Let's make the Huck-
fest return HUGE! An official note: If you fly a big airplane, you are INVITED!  

3D style flying , continued  



 

 

Club ReClub Re--Chartering PacksChartering Packs  
  

  

Clubs will have received their reClubs will have received their re--chartering packs from AMA headquarters chartering packs from AMA headquarters 

by this time. Although some of you will have already filled them out and by this time. Although some of you will have already filled them out and 

sent them in, some will have not. This message is mainly for those clubs sent them in, some will have not. This message is mainly for those clubs 

who have not.who have not.  

  

Anyway, in every chartering pack is a survey to be filled out by the club of-Anyway, in every chartering pack is a survey to be filled out by the club of-

ficers. It asks many things about your club, your members etcé The infor-ficers. It asks many things about your club, your members etcé The infor-

mation you provide in these surveys is used to help your Executive Council mation you provide in these surveys is used to help your Executive Council 

and your headquarters staff to develop programs that will benefit all AMA and your headquarters staff to develop programs that will benefit all AMA 

members and clubs. I hope you will all take a few minutes to fill these out. members and clubs. I hope you will all take a few minutes to fill these out. 

It really doesnôt take much time and it will provide valuable information to It really doesnôt take much time and it will provide valuable information to 

your AMA officials in making your AMA a better, stronger organization.your AMA officials in making your AMA a better, stronger organization.  

  

In case your club received the reIn case your club received the re--chartering pack and did not fill it out and chartering pack and did not fill it out and 

you have changed your mind, I am sure if you asked for another copy one you have changed your mind, I am sure if you asked for another copy one 

would be sent to your club contact.would be sent to your club contact.  

Club ContactsClub Contacts  
 

The AMA asks that each club list a club contact person. This is so programs, bene-

fits and important notices can be sent to clubs, and the club contact relays that in-

formation to his or her club membership. Do you as members of your club hear 

from your club contact about programs the AMA offers?  Announcements are not 

sent often, but when they are, the AMA hopes all club contacts will pass the infor-

mation on, whether it concerns them directly or not.  

 

This is an important position, so if you volunteer as your clubôs contact person 

(most of the time itôs a club officer, like the secretary) make sure you pass this in-

formation on to the rest of your club.  



 

 

The Ventura County Comets (AMA Chartered club #173) are a busy club. I 
took a look at their 2009 event schedule and it was loaded with good events. As 
soon as the dates for 2010 are decided Iôm sure they will be many in number as 
well and Iôll try to get them to you. If not here in the newsletter, look to the District 
X web site. 
Robert Root emailed me pictures from 2 of those events, a float fly and a war 
bird event. For those who have never been, their field is located within the Lake 
Casitas Recreation Area in southern California. For contact information, a map 
or to learn more about this club their web site is vccomets.com  
OK on to the first report, the float fly, for the most part in Roberts words.. 
 

The Ventura County Comets held a very successful float fly on October 17 ï 18, 
2009. I believe we had over 70 people sign up.  The weather was perfect alt-
hough a little hot on Saturday (no wind).  George Boston took a lot of pictures on 
Saturday so most of the following are his.           



 

 

Hereôs a look at Tom Wolfôs beautiful Boeing Clipper. 
  He flies it very realistically. 



 

 

    The left picture below shows a Seawind just prior to touch down.  This is a good 
flying ARF that is available in a couple of sizes.  The last picture (right) is of a nice 
looking WACO on floats  

    The model to the left is sort of the op-
posite of the Clipper.  It is an electric 
powered original design that is built like 
an indoor model.  I talked to the builder 
and he said the design was his attempt 
to come up with a model which ñhad 
lots of strutsò.  I didnôt get his name, but 
I took his picture holding the model. 
 
The hull was made wide enough that tip 
floats werenôt needed and it was open 
like a row boat.  The wing was covered 
on the top only with doped tissue.  This 
model was very light and flew surpris-
ingly well (very slowly).  It operated off 
the water well and he was able to do 
touch and goes although the wind both-
ered it a little bit.  The wind would catch 
the wing causing the tip to dip in the 
water.  He would have to turn around 
and get it moving again and then the 
wing would come out of the water and 
allow take-off.   


