
President’ s Desk
Thanks to every one that made last months meeting a success while I was out of town.

Last month at our meeting we had a club auction and Greg did a great job and increased our club treasury by
$150.00. Perry donated five planes and the auction sold four of them. The fifth in now turned into an electric club 25
sized trainer, Frank will be showing it off as soon as he puts the finishing touches on it. Thanks Perry.

We now have the Flyer for the October float fly and they are available on line at our club website,
www.SFDRCM.COM.  This brings me to the subject of our club’s newsletter. We can send you, that have conve-
nient internet access, an email directing you to our on-line  colored presentation of the club’s monthly publication.
In case you are wondering the club saves about $7.00 to $10.00 per year per member for each newsletter not
mailed. We have received about 45 returned postcards designating their preference for postal mailing or electronic
email.  So far out of the 45 returned postcards about 50% have elected to
receive their newsletter by email.  Those of you who have not responded and
would like to get your newsletter electronically send a note to our club email
address sfdrcm@hotmail.com.

Sven orchestrated a great Slow Stick fun fly and free lunch on Saturday the
25th. The next free Slow Stick event and lunch is scheduled for August
22nd, the fourth Saturday in August. Please don’t miss it! You do not need to
fly to have a good time and we need a judge for every flyer, so come join in and
have fun. We have ten more Slow Stick kits on hand and have ordered ten
more sets of power plants, batteries, and servos. Hopefully, we will have all or
some of them at the next meeting.

The Field needs a little work so, lets designate Saturday the 15th first thing in the morning to do the work. Hope-
fully it will not be hot, be sure to bring water to drink.

The City of Duarte is having a Route 66 Parade and Classic Car Show  Saturday September 19th and they have
requested that our club have a booth at their City Park displaying some static models representing an available
activity in the City of Duarte. We will get the details and let you know how you can help.

Do not forget that the City of Hope is having a fundraiser October 25th in the form of a Walk-a-Thon. The club
makes a donation to the City of Hope each year and we would like to add to this year’s contribution by asking you,
our club members, to help enhance this donation this year.

See you at the next meeting Wednesday, August 12th 7:30 p.m.

Wayne Brown
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FIELD EMERGENCY PHONE
NUMBERS

USE ALL 10 DIGIT WHEN CALLING FROM CELL PHONE

SANTA FE DAM PARK 626 334-1065

IRWINDALE FIRE  626 337-8919

IRWINDALE POLICE 626 962-3601

DUARTE FIRE DEPT

        1105 Highland 626 444-2581

PARK POLICE                      800 834-0064

METHODIST HOSPITAL      626 898-8000

Radio Control Model Airplanes and Cars
Plastic Kits, Tools, Airbrushes Trains (HO & N)

140 N Citrus Ave Ed, Marge, Eddie, Terry Bzovy
Old Town
Covina CA 91723 (626) 331-1910
(626) 331-1910Covina CA 91723(626) 331-1910

Hobby Zone  -
Edwin - (818) 546-2291

www.hobby-zone.com

Hobby Zone now will only be available by telephone
and internet

Instructor List
The individuals below have kindly volunteered to serve

as training instructors. We all had to learn from someone
and most of us feel good about giving back. Being an
instructor is an imposition on time and energy. New
instructors are always welcomed. Following the rules
below will go a long way to make the student / instructor
experience happy and enjoyable for both.

Ö Training by appointment only. Do not show up at
the field and expect someone to break away from their
activities to help you. They might or they might not.

Ö MOST IMPORTANT! If you make an appoint-
ment, keep it . If you can't, call your instructor as soon
as possible. We all have cell phones. This is our biggest
cause of losing instructors.

Ö Bring all the supplies you need - fuel, propellors,
rubber bands, glow plugs, glow starter. You will need a
compatible buddy box and cord . Bring your own or
arrange with instructor. This is a must!

Ö Follow the instructors instructions. Some of the
things might be seem routine or boring but they are all
part of the skills you need.

Ö If you don't understand, as why! You will hear new
words and expressions. Ask what they mean!!

Ö Instruction is free, but that doesn't mean you
can't offer your instructor a soda or snack!

Peter Del Colliano (213) 760-1766
Tom Traeger (818) 926-0874
Kent Smith (909) 578-8529
Jerry Suszcynski (626) 335-3253
Richard Arbogast (626) 358-9394

Tonys Hobbies

1315 N Hacienda Blvd
La Puente, CA 91744

(626) 917-5290

August BirthdaysAugust BirthdaysAugust BirthdaysAugust BirthdaysAugust Birthdays
Michael SharpMichael SharpMichael SharpMichael SharpMichael Sharp

Jerry SmithJerry SmithJerry SmithJerry SmithJerry Smith

Gregg StockdaleGregg StockdaleGregg StockdaleGregg StockdaleGregg Stockdale

Norm TakasugawaNorm TakasugawaNorm TakasugawaNorm TakasugawaNorm Takasugawa

Greg EarhartGreg EarhartGreg EarhartGreg EarhartGreg Earhart

Jose GuerreroJose GuerreroJose GuerreroJose GuerreroJose Guerrero

Barry HouBarry HouBarry HouBarry HouBarry Hou

Bob JohnsonBob JohnsonBob JohnsonBob JohnsonBob Johnson

Douglas LoukotaDouglas LoukotaDouglas LoukotaDouglas LoukotaDouglas Loukota

Jerry MorelandJerry MorelandJerry MorelandJerry MorelandJerry Moreland

Rudy MorenoRudy MorenoRudy MorenoRudy MorenoRudy Moreno

Steve RandallSteve RandallSteve RandallSteve RandallSteve Randall

Douglas McIntoshDouglas McIntoshDouglas McIntoshDouglas McIntoshDouglas McIntosh

Ed RobertsEd RobertsEd RobertsEd RobertsEd Roberts



From the keyboard of the VP
Hi members, in keeping with the electric information I’ve been spouting out lately I wanted to mention what a few

flyers have experienced problems with their Lipo batteries not working properly.  It was determined in at least three
of the four cases that the battery packs seemed to have a bad cell that wouldn’t take a charge and didn’t provide
enough current to the motor.   After evaluation it was found that the charger balancing was improper, so make sure
the balancer is set up or working properly.

In my personal case my battery had gotten too low and I landed in the old rock pile and it took long enough to
recover it and the battery voltage fell below the point one of my two chargers wouldn’t charge it.  I found my other
charger would accept a lower cell threshold and it charged it back up, I’m still using it.

This is a around about way of suggesting that you try another charger, or balancer, before tossing the battery.  All
the manufacturers tell us that proper balancing will extend the life of the battery.

I will also say that in my limited experience of flying electrics I have found that it’s over discharge or over current
that ruins the battery.  Over current usually causes the battery to outgas and swell up.  Once that happens the
battery just continues to degrade until its useless.   If this happens to you the correct way to trash the battery is to
cut the leads and soak it in salt water for a few days, then toss it.

I hope all those at the recent slow stick combat had fun I know I did.  You just can’t beat free food and drinks.
Until next month - Happy modeling.

Frank Ross

Events Listing
San Fernando V alley Scale Championship
08/07/09 - 08/09/09 Apollo XI Field (Sepulveda Basin) Qualifying for the Scale Masters Championship. Valley Flyers

MECOA Swap Meet & Model Engine Collecto
8/15/09 - 9:am (or earlier) - 1pm. Mecoa / RJL factory, 1630 S Califorina Ave, Monrovia CA (just north of Duarte Rd.

Palomar Scale Electic
08/15/09 www.palomarrcflyers.org Scale electric only, no profile. Food on site, $10 landing fee

SFDRCM Slow Stik Combat
08/22/2009 Club Field Duarte CA

Giant Scale Fly In / Night Fly
09/13/2009 Apollo XI Field (Sepulveda Basin) Dave Hendrex 310-214-0613 w/s 80" mono 60" bipe or 1/4 scale; jets
ok. Valley Flyers

Western States Scale
8/07/09-8/09/09 - Van Nuys, CA (AA) Western States Scale. Site: Apollo XI Model Airport. Dave Hendrex CD, 310-
214-0613. Sponsor: SAN FERNANDO VALLEY RC FLYERS INC





From the Secretary’s Desk
The eastern boundary of our flying space has been conspicuously marked with a 6' by 3 1/2' yellow and black “NO FLY

ZONE” sign. The concrete bumpers on the last 100 feet of the eastern end of the runway have been painted bright yellow.
Nine additional bumpers and a line of boulders have also been painted yellow. All of these marking are there for one
purpose: To show you, the pilots, where the eastern boundary of our airspace is located.

Never fly beyond these markers!

On another subject, I’d like to remind all of our members that your adherence to the Club’s Safety and Field Rules is a
condition of your membership. Some of our members apparently feel it’s okay to pilot their models while standing on the
runway, the taxiway or in the pit. Some use the taxiway or the pit for takeoffs of planes and helicopters. Some disregard
the taxiway’s “Engine-Off” limit-line and taxi under power into the pit. Not only are these activities thoughtless and some-
times risky, but they convey to others that the Safety and Field Rules are just for chumps, encouraging others to demon-
strate similar disregard.

After observing these acts of disregard for the Club’s Safety and Field Rules I wonder “Why?”

Could it be that some of our members are still ignorant of the rules even after they were mailed to everyone in the June
newsletter? Or is it something else? I believe the Board members would benefit from some feedback regarding the Club’s
Safety and Field. I’d like to know what you think:

1  The rules are unreasonably restrictive and spoil the fun of flying.

2  The rules should apply to others but not to me.

3  The rules are for mindless idiots who cannot think for themselves.

4  Each person should be entitled to pick and choose, based on individual skill level, mood and ego.

6  Perhaps everyone should become familiar with, and follow the Safety and Field Rules.

If you picked #5, you can contact any Board member for a fresh copy of the rules, or you can get them at:
www.sfdrcm.com

If you call me at 626-914-6779 I’ll mail a copy to you.

Last Minute Update

It has come to the attention of the Board that there is a significant safety concern about the close proximity of helicop-
ters flying near the helipad and the pilot stations paralleling the runway. Following the shortening of the runway in Febru-
ary, three pilot station pads that used to be located east of the taxiway were relocated west of the western group of
existing pads. This was done to get all six pilot stations closer to the center of the remaining 500' of runway. Unfortunately,
the westerly pads are uncomfortably close to the helipad and any helicopters flying in this area. For fixed-wing pilots flying
from the westerly pilot stations, having a helicopter flying behind their back at 30-60' distance is unnerving and is risking a
potentially disastrous accident.

Until the EC has time to research this issue and explore ways to mitigate the risk, we ask everyone to exercise extreme
care and courtesy to others who share our limited airspace. Remember also that helicopters are welcome to fly from the
runway over the same airspace as used by fixed-wing aircraft. If you are flying a helicopter in this area, the Safety and
Field Rules require you to stand at one of the pilot stations, just as is the case for fixed-wing pilots.

Happy flying,

Gary Stevens
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Boat retrieval will be provided.
 Enter at main entrance to the “Santa Fe Dam Recreation Area”  Irwindale CA .     

 Gates open at 6:30am Flying will start at 8:00am until 3:00pm.
County vehicle entry fee applies.

BBQ lunch available - Great Raffle
                 

          

                                                                                                           

This event is co-sponsored by the Los Angeles County Department of Parks and Recreation.
Santa Fe Dam Recreation Area is owned by the U.S. Army Corp of Engineers and is maintained and operated

by the Los Angeles County Department of Parks and Recreation.

The Santa Fe Dam Radio Control Modelers present 

FLOAT  FLY
October 24th 2009  AMA Sanction # 09-1701

Visit our web site at  www.sfdrcm.com

Pilot’s information

 AMA MEMBERSHIP REQUIRED
Landing Fee         $15.00

CD Kent Smith 626-858-0885 
Event information contact 

Ron Coultrap 626-918-0181

ALL PLANES SUBJECT TO TECH.
INSPECTION

All 72MHz Radios will be impounded
Thanks to our supporters

Robins Hobbies
Great Planes 

L A County Department of parks and Recreation
County of Los Angeles

US Army Corps of Engineers

ENTER PARK
HERE


